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Recommendations from 2004 Master Plan:
Implemented or in-progress

Passive use of park with emphasis on nature is intact
Remains as green space within urban core of Village

New Environmental Education Center expands capacity of
park for education and interpretation of nature and

sustainable design

Learning Garden enhances interpretation for native plants
and adds hands-on study for adult and children’s classes

Outdoor seating area under shelter — feature of new Center
Restrooms accessible from park — feature of new Center

Invasive trees have been culled enabling a better growing
condition for the native plants

Irrigation installed to support native plant area through
summers of drought and new plant establishment
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Recommendations from 2004 Master Plan:
Implemented or in-progress

Festival Theatre continues to produce quality theatre
productions during the summer

Infrastructure improvements - power and electrical
support for the theatre was installed

Ice Skating has been available in last few winters,
temperatures permitting

Park benches were replaced and set off path
Pedestrian lighting has had some improvements
Perimeter fences (west and south) have been upgraded

Improvements to path for accessibility (to be completed
late spring 2016)
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Current Project : Environmental Education Center & Learning Garden

» Center’s compact footprint and wood cladding are
respectful of park setting

» Solar panels on roof supply power to offset costs

* Rain harvesting for toilet flushing & irrigation

« LEED Platinum sustainable design features as
examples of homeowner-scale improvements

* Geo-thermal supply for mechanical systems

* Main assembly room and classroom, plus storage
for theater

» Washrooms accessible from exterior for use by
park patrons

» Sheltered seating area under roof

« Park entry from new pedestrian-friendly alley

» Potential connection to Lake Street

« Bio-swale absorbs storm runoff

« Additional bike racks in key locations




Recommendations for

2016 Master Plan

Make entries to park more gracious by enlarging
openings to park (removing select fence panels) at
key locations

Increase pedestrian lighting in several locations and
switch to LED energy-efficient and effective light
fixtures

Improve maintenance strategy for the native area
on north end and upgrade other ornamental shrub
and groundcover plantings throughout park

Add bike parking as park gets additional use

Add discreet interpretive signage for history
and natural features
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Potential for additional art in park




Recommendations for 2016 Master Plan

Enlarge entry opening
Consider removing panel add gate

1o make double gate __ A Ontario Street
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More Gracious and Welcoming Entries
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Shadow studies: impact of height of proposed Lake & Forest Bldg. at Northwest Corner

» Longer periods of shadow in spring delay spring thaw on southern portion of site and shorten growing season
+ 125 foot building on 1000 Lake Street increases impact of spring thaw period
» Greater shadows during colder season morning hours when patrons use the park

(EEC was designed with assumption of 20-story Vantage Oak Park building and max. 80 foot bldg. heights, per zoning, along Lake St.)

IMPACT OF BUILDING AT 80 FOOT HEIGHT

IMPACT OF BUILDING AT 125 FOOT HEIGHT
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Shadow studies: impact of height of proposed Lake & Forest Bldg. at Northwest Corner

Enlarged Plans

eSS

At 80 feet, proposed building would not shade Center
at key times of year and would allow solar panels to
function as planned.
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At 125 feet, proposed building would shade Center
at key times of year and would limit function
of solar panels on roof.



Enlarge entry opening:
Consider removing panel add gate
: to make double gate
P

Ontario Street
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[o] Planting

« Goal: create a native woodland/savannah planting. Manage
planting to create a diverse, fairly self.sustaining ‘layered” planting
- overstory, understory, shrubs, and ground level vegetation.

«Requires moderate maintenance during establishment: weed
control, imigation, select pruning, mulching. Professional oversight
advised in the long term to ensure integrity of planting.

«Use a native plant palette, though selected exotics might be
retained.

«Remove Norway Maples, woody and herbaceous weeds by digging
and herbiciding.

« Use prescribed bums to help manage invasives.

« Add understory planting according to master planting plan.
Continue leaf mold replenishment.

Native Garden

« Goal: Preserve enhance, and defend existing native wikiflower
planting. Extend planting to east. Establish funding, management
protocols to maintain quality of planting and interpretation.

«Requires a moderate level of informed maintenance during growing
season: weed control, irrigation, muching.

« Collaboration by volunteers and Park District to monitor condition of
plantings and desi interpretive signage.

« Add simple, low hoop fencing along paths to help defend plantings.
« Use prescribed bums to help manage invasives.
Existing
Arboretum
« Goal: Include majority of commemorative trees. Improve
of trees; limit new i
Remove dediining/inferior trees/shrubs. Organize plantings
‘according to master planting plan by transplanting smaller trees.
Add trees and shrubs according to master planting plan.
«Requires moderate maintenance during establishment: weed

control, irgation, select pruning, mulching. Professional oversight
advised in the long term to ensure integrity of planting.

i

Event Lawn

« Goal: Preserve large open grassy lawn for events.

« Improve quality of turf to withstand heavy usage during theater and
art fair events. Over-seed thin or bare areas as necessary to
improve turf density. Maintain clear cultivated turf edge

« Utiize low area for ice skating. "

+ Add "tea house" for small concerts, readings, photo opportunities. C
Structure to complement existing park structure.

Requires moderate maintenance during growing season: mowing,
fertilization, weed control, irmgation. Professional oversight advised
in the long term to ensure integrity of turf.
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Buffer Planting

« Goal: Buffer park from effects of alley, parking lots, new buildings,
street thru mixed plantings of evergreens and shrubs.

«Requires moderate maintenance during establishment: weed
control, irigation, select pruning, mulching. Professional oversight
advised in the long term to ensure integrity of planting.

Site Amenities & Features

« Install additional area lighting along path. Change heads to LED
fixtures on existing units to reduce unpleasant glare, or consider
replacing with lights used at Scoville Park. 7

« On east side, enlarge fence where feasible at key entrances to i
create more welcoming environment. //

P
)
« Open additional entrance on south-west. y///// /

)
« Upgraded power distributed around lawn for special events. 7, 4’7/&
« All benches on site replaced in earlier phases to improve 7///7/ 2

appearance and comfort and to locate off path. ” %/ ;/ //a

« Iimigation was added in north area - needs to be reviewed for
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Existing light

Property Line
Existing gravel path
10 be re-surfaced as necessary

Pavers to be re-laid to create
flush surface.

Existing concrete pavement

Concrete sidewalk

Gravel path

Pavers

Low loop fence
Replaced bench
New bike racks on concrete pafds

Enlarge Park Entrance
(corresponds to crosswalk
at Ontario St)

Remove panels to

exist. post

Could re-use gate

on northwest comer

Interpretive sign
South alley light posts
New lights & posts
Existing light posts
Electrical handholes
(See Site Amenities for lighting recommendations)

New Conditions since 2005

«Shade is a major concem due to addition of 22-Story Apartment
Building (Vantage Oak Park) at northeast comer of Forest Ave.
and Lake St.. and proposed builling (8 to 12-Stories) planned for
northwest comer of Forest Ave. and Lake St.

Center

Forest Avenue

« New mult-purpose buikling to house interpretive elements related
to the natural and cultural history of the park, public restrooms, and
limited storage. Provides |
concessions also possible. Buikding can also serve as shelter.
Building to have electrical, plumbing, and heating for year-round
use.

N« Additional paving would permit seating for picnics, craft events.

« Sustainable design features throughout the new building.

Children's Learning Garden

«Goal: Re-confiqure pedestrian entrance to park, relate circulation
pattems to new building. Renabilitate and enrich plantings, replace
site furnishings to create a more coherent garden space.

«More attention to detail: diverse plantings with trees, shrubs,
groundcovers, and flowers. Up-graded paving and site fumishings.

«Requires moderately-high maintenance during establishment and
growing season: weed control, irigation, elect pruning, mulching.
Limited professional oversight advised in the long term to ensure.
integrity of planting.

« Outdoor education space that relates to programming for the EEC.

« Shadow studies of new buidings show impact and may infiuence
plant selection,

| single gate
and opening

Informal
gravel path

funcionality. / ~ ///'?,, ‘M
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« Improved alley with permeable paving has been installed by V.O.P.
« Pedestrian lights in alley added by V.O.P. Proposed New Operfng
& Pedestrian Path

Pedestrian Entrance
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